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About Roy

Roy Blythen MBE (1913-1993) was a British engineer whose career spanned the formative decades of
television, radar, and broadcast technology. Born in Uxbridge, Middlesex, on 8 July 1913, he was the
younger brother of Frank Blythen, another talented EMI engineer who worked closely with Alan Dower
Blumlein on early television and radar development before being tragically killed in the Halifax V9977
crash of June 1942. While Frank’s life was cut short, Roy went on to build a long and influential career at
EMI, carrying forward the family’s engineering legacy.

Roy Blythen joined EMI in 1934, just as Isaac Shoenberg and Blumlein were assembling a team to pioneer
the world’s first fully electronic high-definition television system. At the company’s Central Research
Laboratories, Blythen contributed to the creation of the 405-line standard adopted by the BBC in 1936.
This breakthrough system defined British broadcasting for decades and became the model for modern
television transmission.

Blythen's technical strengths lay in amplifiers, cathode-ray tubes (CRTs), and high-frequency circuitry.
Collaborating with Blumlein and Cecil Browne, he was named on patents that advanced CRT focusing
and oscilloscopic displays. In 1942 he co-authored an EMI patent on high-frequency mixing circuits,
addressing the challenges of superheterodyne receivers at very high frequencies.

With the outbreak of the Second World War, Roy’s skills transitioned into radar. At EMI’s radar division he
worked on H2S ground-mapping radar, the first airborne radar of its type, designed to improve Bomber
Command'’s accuracy. He contributed to prototypes and test systems that proved essential in adapting
radar for operational use, making a quiet but vital contribution to the Allied war effort.

After 1945, Blythen advanced steadily through EMI. He supported the development of television
transmission infrastructure, including feeder systems for broadcast towers. In 1968 he became General
Manager of the Communications Division, later joining the board of EMI Sound & Vision Equipment Ltd. in
1973. Two years later he was promoted to Deputy Managing Director, and by the late 1970s he was
Director of the Broadcast Equipment Division of EMI Industrial Electronics Ltd.

For his services, Blythen was appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 1979 New
Year Honours. He also broadened his involvement in broadcasting as a director of Radio Orwell Ltd., one
of Britain’s first independent local radio stations.

Roy Blythen married Joan M. Blandford in 1941. He died on 13 July 1993, aged 80, and was cremated at
the Chilterns Crematorium, Amersham. His life reflects both continuity and resilience: though his brother
Frank was lost in 1942, Roy carried forward the Blythen name in British electronics, shaping the
Ktechnologies of television and broadcasting for half a century.
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