Felix 'Frank'

Trott

/About Felix B

Felix (Frank) Trott (1911-2004) was a British mechanical engineer whose contributions to audio recording
and radar technology were vital to major technological advancements of the mid-20th century. Though
often working behind the scenes, Trott played key roles in the development of high-fidelity sound systems
and Britain’s airborne radar capabilities during World War Il.

Trott began his career at the Columbia Graphophone Company in the late 1920s, as part of a pioneering
engineering team that included Alan Dower Blumlein, Herbert Holman, Henry Clark, and Eric White. This
group led a major shift in audio technology—from moving iron devices to moving coil systems that
dramatically improved sound fidelity. Trott specialized in mechanical and acoustic engineering, focusing
on minimizing distortion and extending frequency response, key challenges in early sound equipment.

Working closely with Blumlein, Trott helped design and refine high-quality microphones and cutting
heads capable of more accurate sound reproduction. These innovations allowed Columbia to reduce
reliance on Western Electric’s costly licensing by developing proprietary technologies that matched or
surpassed existing standards. These efforts laid the groundwork for later stereophonic sound and modern
audio recording.

With the onset of World War ll, Trott transitioned to radar engineering at EMI, joining the H2S radar team
led by Blumlein. H2S was a revolutionary centimetric radar system designed to help RAF bombers
navigate and identify targets in low-visibility conditions. Trott oversaw the mechanical engineering
aspects of these airborne systems, ensuring they could be reliably integrated into aircraft.

Following the crash of Halifax V9977 on June 7, 1942—which killed Blumlein and other key team
members—Trott returned to EMI’s Hayes facility to continue the project. He assumed greater responsibility
and helped complete the first operational H2S radar units, which were deployed in Halifax bombers in
early 1943.

Trott’s wartime work was followed by a long career at EMI Electronics, where he remained until his
retirement in 1976. He became Chief Engineer of BRED (Broadcast and Recording Equipment Division),
shaping postwar developments in broadcasting and audio technology. A photograph shows him as a
junior engineer in a lab coat during one of the earliest stereo recording sessions—a testament to his
lifelong influence on sound innovation.

Though less recognized than some colleagues, Felix Trott's engineering skill, quiet leadership, and
dedication left a lasting legacy in both the recording industry and radar technology.

\Felix died in 2004. /




