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Eric Arthur Nind (1905-1979) was a British audio engineer whose career was closely linked to the
pioneering work of Alan Dower Blumlein, one of the most influential figures in the history of sound
recording.
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Born in August 1905 in Muswell Hill, Edmonton (now Haringey, London) Nind trained as an engineer
during a transformative period in the audio industry. By the late 1920s, he had joined the Columbia
Graphophone Company, where he became part of a select group of engineers working alongside
Blumlein to develop new electrical recording systems. Their shared goal was to create technology that
could rival—and ultimately free Columbia from reliance on—Western Electric’s patented sound recording
methods.

In 1929, Nind was sent to Tokyo to oversee the installation of Western Electric cutting systems at
Nipponophone, Columbia’s Japanese partner. While there, he encountered serious technical problems,
including cutter overload and distortion from non-linear waveform reproduction. Nind’s meticulous
observations were relayed directly back to Blumlein’s London laboratory. This correspondence proved
invaluable, feeding into design improvements that would underpin Columbia’s own recording system and
help set the stage for Blumlein’s later innovations in stereo sound.

Back in London, Nind worked closely with Blumlein on experimental “binaural sound” projects, the
forerunner of modern stereo. He assisted in testing Blumlein’s moving-coil microphone designs and
binaural disc-cutting system, often acting as both a practical troubleshooter and a trusted sounding board
for the inventor’s ideas. Their collaboration reflected the culture at EMI—formed in 1931 from the merger
of Columbia Graphophone and the Gramophone Company—where small, tightly knit teams drove rapid
advances in audio technology.

Nind later applied his expertise in EMI's Power Klystron Division, contributing to high-frequency
electronics, but he maintained a deep respect for the work he and Blumlein had shared. When EMI marked
Blumlein’s achievements in 1968, nearly three decades after the inventor’s untimely death, Nind delivered
a tribute speech. In it, he recalled not just Blumlein’s brilliance, but the collaborative spirit that enabled
breakthroughs in gramophone recording, stereo reproduction, and television sound.

In his personal life, Nind married Phoebe Dorothy Hall in 1932, and they had one daughter, Ann Phoebe
Nind. He died in June 1979 in Hillingdon, Greater London. Through his technical skill, international
experience, and close partnership with Blumlein, Nind played a vital role in EMI’s transformation of
recorded sound from monophonic novelty to immersive stereo experience. 'To My Lady: Around the
World and Life in Japan, 1929-1930 : The Journal of Eric Arthur Nind' was published in 1996.
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