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About David
David Antony Paul Blumlein (b. 1938) is a British schoolmaster, motoring historian, and author, best known 
both for his career in education and for his meticulously researched works on endurance racing. 

Born in Ealing, London, on 21 February 1938, he is the younger son of Alan Dower Blumlein, the 
celebrated EMI engineer whose pioneering inventions in stereo sound, radar, and television 
revolutionized twentieth-century technology. David’s early childhood was overshadowed by tragedy 
when, in June 1942, his father was killed in the Halifax V9977 crash while testing the H2S radar system. 
EMI subsequently established a trust to support David and his older brother Simon, helping secure their 
upbringing.

Educated during the post-war years, David followed a vocation in teaching, embarking on what would 
become more than half a century in the profession. He not only served as a dedicated schoolmaster but 
also founded and ran his own private school, which he led for twenty-nine years. His influence as an 
educator shaped generations of students, blending discipline with encouragement, and instilling in them 
the values of curiosity and perseverance that defined his own life.

Alongside his teaching career, David cultivated a lifelong passion for motor racing. Cars fascinated him 
from an early age, and by the 1980s he began contributing historical articles to specialist motoring 
magazines. Over the next twenty-five years, he established himself as a respected historian of endurance 
racing, combining rigorous research with an engaging narrative style. His articles, often accompanied by 
his own photography, appeared in publications and on motorsport websites, where he became a familiar 
figure at events such as Le Mans and Spa.

David has authored several important books that have filled long-standing gaps in motorsport literature. 
His Le Mans: A Pocket History (2003) provided a concise yet authoritative guide to the French classic, 
while The Spa 24 Hours – A History (2014) offered the first full English-language account of one of 
Europe’s most demanding endurance races. Richly illustrated and thoroughly documented, it traced the 
race from its 1924 beginnings through to its 90th anniversary. In 2020 he followed this with Brooklands – 
The Sports Car Endurance Races, the first detailed study of the long-distance events run at Britain’s 
historic Brooklands circuit. Both works were praised for their depth of research and readability, cementing 
Blumlein’s reputation as a meticulous chronicler of motorsport history.

Though largely private in life, David has also played a role in preserving his father’s legacy, participating in 
memorials and supporting historical projects that ensure Alan Dower Blumlein’s achievements remain 
widely recognized. 

Today, he is remembered equally as a devoted teacher and as an author whose writings have enriched the 
understanding of endurance racing’s heritage. 


